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» The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to comnnunlcatlon(s) filed on 01 July 2005 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except fof fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-11.31-41 and 64-69 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Clajm(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-11.31-41 and 64-69 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Clalm(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonri PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0- 
a)n All b)D Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received, 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 65-69 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the clalm(s) to place the 
claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 
Claims 65-69 are dependent off claim 1 and recites the exact same limitations of 
claims 2-6. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 

the United States. 

3. Claims 1 -1 1 . 31 -41 and 64-69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as 
being anticipated by US 6,024,747 to Kontos. 

(claims 1 and 31) Kontos teaches a medical device, as shown in the 
attached Fig. 55, comprising a body; a lumen extending from a first lumen 
opening formed in the body to a second lumen opening formed in the body, the 
lumen being substantially centered within the body; a first needle guide channel 
extending from a first needle guide channel opening formed in the body to a 
second needle guide channel formed in the body; and a needle 137 connected to 
a length of suture and backloaded into the first needle guide channel, the suture 
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being threaded through the lumen such that when the length of suture is pulled in 
a first direction, the needle will be advanced out of the first needle guide channel 
in a second direction. With regards to the positive and negative longitudinal 
components, the device of Kontos will inherently have a positive or negative 
longitudinal component since determining the component is merely dependent 
upon how the spatial relationship is determined by the user. Therefore, the 
recited limitation of the longitudinal components is merely a relative limitation. 

(claims 2, 32 and 65) wherein the needle guide channel is arcuate shaped 
(see Figure below). 

(claims 3-5, 33-35 and 66-68) wherein the device further comprises a 
handle that is coupled to the body by a connector piece, wherein the connector 
piece is bendable (see Figure below, the connector recited below is bendable 
because Kontos teaches the device as being flexible for all embodiments). 

(claims 6, 36 and 69) wherein a portion of the body is tapered (see Figure 
below). 

(claims 7 and 37) wherein the device further comprises one more 
additional needle guide channels, each having its own opening; wherein pulling 
the suture will advance each needle from its backloaded position (see Figure 
below). 

(claims 8, 9, 38 and 39) wherein all needle guide channels are arcuate. 

(claims 10, 11, 40 and 41) wherein the needle guide channels are 
circumferentially positioned around the body and equidistant from each other, as 
shown in the figure below. 
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Response to Arguments 

♦o coo Remarks filed 7/1/05, with respect to the 
4 Applicant's arguments, see RemarKS, ineu. 

,eieClon(s,o,.ai.(s)V11,3M1and64^under102havebeenfu„y 
.onsidered3naarep.suasive.There,oce,tt«reiec.ioohas.eenwi.«^^ 
However.uponn^er— ion,anewground(s,of rejection IS maae,n 

View of US 6,024,747 to Kontos. 

Conclusion 

inquiry conoen,ing«s —cation or ea.ercon„.unica.,ons,ro. 
.eexa.lners.ou....rec.e..oD3™.nP.Hrezo^sete,ept,onenun,^r,s 

(571, 272^695. The exar^iner can normally be read.ed on M-F (7-30^:00). 
„ „ to reacn the examiner by telephone are ^successful, the 

examine, supervisor, Anhtuan T. Nguyen can be reached on (571 , 272.333. 
The.axphonenumber,ortheorganlza.lonwherethlsap.lcation or proceed., 

is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

.formation regarding the status 0, an appllcauon may be Obtained from 

..e patent App,ica«<. Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information 
,or published applicatlonsmay be obtalnedfromenherPHvatePAIRor public 

P.,R Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
P^lvatePAIRonly. For more lnf^a.ionabou.thePAIRsystem,seeh.tp.pa,r. 

„.o.gov.Shouldyouhave,uestionsonaccessto.hePrivatePA,R 
,stem,contac.theElectronlcBusinessCenter(EBC,at8es.217.9197(.o,,. 



free). 
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